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1. Purpose 

The Protection of the Environment Legislation Amendment Act 2011 (PELA) received assent on 
16 November 2011, resulting in changes to the Protection of the Environment Operations Act, 1997 
(POEO Act).  The intent of the PELA is to improve the way pollution incidents are reported and 
managed.  Provisions include a requirement for holders of Environmental Protection Licences (EPLs) 
to prepare, keep, test and implement a Pollution Incident Response Management Plan (PIRMP).  The 
specific requirements for PIRMPs are set out in Part 5.7A of the POEO Act and the Protection of the 
Environment Operations (General) Regulation 2009 (POEO (G) Regulation).  In summary, this 
legislation requires the following: 

¶ holders of EPLs must prepare a Pollution Incident Response Management Plan (Section 153A, 
POEO Act); 

¶ the plan must include the information detailed in the POEO Act (section 153C) and the POEO(G) 
Regulation (Clause 98C) and be in the form required by the POEO(G) Regulation (clause 98B); 

¶ licensees must keep the plan at the premises to which the EPL relates (section 153D, POEO Act); 

¶ licensees must test the plan at least every 12 months and after a pollution incident in accordance 
with the POEO(G) Regulation (clause 98E); and 

¶ if a pollution incident occurs in the course of an activity so that material harm to the environment 
is caused or threatened within the meaning of Part 5.7 of the POEO Act, licensees must 
immediately implement the plan (Section 153F, POEO Act).  

As the holder of EPL 3141, United Collieries Pty Ltd (United) is required to comply with the POEO Act.  
As such, this document has been developed to satisfy the PIRMP requirements documented above 
and detail the procedures for notification of pollution incidents resulting in or having the potential to 
cause material harm to the environment.  

The notification of environmental incidents under this PIRMP is only required for those incidents 
causing or threatening to result in material environmental harm (a material harm incident) as 
defined in the POEO Act (see Section 3.1). 
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2. Planning 

2.1 Regulatory Requirements 

Specific detail is required for inclusion in the PIRMP.  Table 2-1 lists information mandated under 
Section 153C of the POEO Act and Clause 98C of the POEO (G) Regulation, and details where this 
information is located in this document. 

Table 2-1:  Regulatory Requirements and Document Directory 

Section Detail required 
Location in 
document 

153C (a) The procedures to be followed by the holder of the relevant EPL in 
notifying a pollution incident to:  

a) the owners or occupiers of premises in the vicinity of the premises 
to which the EPL relates; 

b) the local authority for the area in which the premises to which the 
EPL relates, are located and any area affected, or potentially 
affected, by the pollution; and 

c) any persons or authorities required to be notified by Part 5.7 (of 
the POEO Act) 

 

 

Section 5.3 

 

Section 0 
 

 

Section 0 

153C (b) A detailed description of the action to be taken, immediately after a 
pollution incident, by the holder of the relevant EPL to reduce or 
control any pollution 

Section 4 

153C (c) The procedures to be followed for coordinating with the authorities or 
persons that have been notified, any action taken in combatting the 
pollution caused by the incident and, in particular, the persons through 
whom all communications are to be made 

Section 5.2 

98C Any other matter required by the Protection of the Environment 
Operations (General) Regulation 2009 (as set out below): 

98C (1)(a)  

A description of the hazards to human health or the environment 
associated with the activity to which the licence relates (the 
άǊŜƭŜǾŀƴǘ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘȅέύΦ 

 
 
 
Section 2.3 

98C (1)(b) 

The likelihood of any such hazards occurring, including details of 
any conditions or events that could, or would, increase that 
likelihood. 

 

Section 2.3 

98C (1)(c) 

Details of the pre-emptive action to be taken to minimise or prevent 
any risk of harm to human health or the environment arising out of 
the relevant activity. 

 

Section 2.3 
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Section Detail required 
Location in 
document 

98C (1)(d) 

An inventory of potential pollutants on the premises or used in 
carrying out the relevant activity. 

 

Section 2.4 

98C (1)(e) 

The maximum quantity of any pollutant that is likely to be stored or 
held at particular locations (including underground tanks) at or on 
the premises to which the licence relates. 

 

Section 2.4 

98C (1)(f) 

A description of the safety equipment or other devices that are used 
to minimise the risks to human health or the environment and to 
contain or control a pollution incident. 

 

Section 4 

98C (1)(g) 

The names, positions and 24-hour contact details of those key 
individuals who:  

(i)  are responsible for activating the plan;  

(ii)  are authorised to notify relevant authorities under Section 148 
of the POEO Act; and 

(iii)  are responsible for managing the response to a pollution 
incident. 

 

      

                                        
Section 3.2 

98C (1)(h) 

The contact details of each relevant authority referred to in section 
148 of the POEO Act. 

 

Section 5.2 

98C (1)(i)  

Details of the mechanisms for providing early warnings and regular 
updates to the owners and occupiers of premises in the vicinity of 
the premises to which the licence relates or where the scheduled 
activity is carried on. 

 

Section 5.3 

98C (1)(j)  

The arrangements for minimising the risk of harm to any persons 
who are on the premises or who are present where the scheduled 
activity is being carried on. 

 

Section 4 

98C (1)(k)  

A detailed map (or set of maps) showing the location of the 
premises to which the licence relates, the surrounding area that is 
likely to be affected by a pollution incident, the location of potential 
pollutants on the premises and the location of any stormwater 
drains on the premises. 

 

Figures 2.2 to 2.4 
Note: no 
stormwater drains 
are located on the 
premises 
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Section Detail required 
Location in 
document 

98C (1)(l) 

A detailed description of how any identified risk of harm to human 
health will be reduced, including (as a minimum) by means of early 
warnings, updates and the action to be taken during or immediately 
after a pollution incident to reduce that risk. 

 

Section 4 

98C (1)(m) 

The nature and objectives of any staff training program in relation 
to the plan. 

 

Section 6.1 

98C (1)(n)  

The dates on which the plan has been tested and the name of the 
person who carried out the test. 

 

Section 6.2 

98C (1)(o) 

The dates on which the plan is updated. 

 

Section 6.2 

98C (1)(p)  

The manner in which the plan is to be tested and maintained. 

 

Section 6.2 

 

2.2 Site Details 

The United Wambo Joint Venture (UWJV) is a coal mining operation which operates under EPL 3141.  
UWJV is a joint venture between United Collieries Pty Limited (United) (a joint venture between 
Abelshore Pty Limited (Glencore) (95 per cent) and the Construction, Forestry, Maritime, Mining and 
Energy Union (CFMMEU) (five per cent)) and Wambo Coal Pty Limited (managed by Peabody).  UWJV 
is located approximately 16 kilometres west of Singleton and approximately 8 kilometres south-east 
of Jerrys Plains in the Hunter Valley of New South Wales (Figure 2-1). 

The surrounding area, which may potentially be impacted by a pollution incident occurring at United, 
in addition to the premises itself, may include the following (refer to Figure 2-2): 

¶ landholders adjacent to the mine site; 

¶ downstream watercourses (including inundation areas and adjacent landholders): 
Redbank Creek and Wollombi Brook, both of which subsequently flow into the Hunter River; and 

¶ Wambo and Hunter Valley Operations coal mines. 
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Figure 2-1:  Site Locality 
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Figure 2-2:  Site Boundary and Neighbouring Properties 






























